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The sky was gray and filled with dark menacing clouds. A brisk wind stirred the leaves on the 

ground. Despite the chilly temperature and the dark ambience of the sky above, the skatepark was 

pretty full. Out of all the talented people in the park, two boys stood out. One was attempting to do 

an ollie while the other sat on his skateboard watching him. The second boy sat with his knees 

tucked into his chest, and his chin resting on them. His arms wrapped around his legs and his fingers 

picking at each other. His eyes were trained on the first boy, but his head was elsewhere. 

 A few drops of rain plopped onto his nose and forehead. Ethan didn’t want to get sick, but 

more importantly he didn’t want to be at the park anymore.  

“I think we should go Nico. It’s starting to rain!” he said, “I don’t want to get sick and we 

have class tomorrow!” 

“Hold on! I think I’ve got it! Dude, you should stop being so scared and give this a try. It’s 

fun as hell,” said Nico. “For real dude I think I could go pro. Tony Hawk who?” 

Ethan watched as Nico struggled. They’ve been at the park for three hours and he still hasn’t 

even left the ground. Last week in Algebra, Nico suggested that they give skateboarding a try after 

he’d seen some YouTube videos. They’ve been coming to the park every day since and nothing has 

changed.  

Ethan and Nico had been friends since 6th grade. Nico’s parent moved to Virginia from Texas 

because they wanted a new experience for their son. As soon as Nico walked into Ethan’s class, Ethan 

knew that Nico was a good person. A good person in comparison to the rest of the class who teased 

Ethan for being soft-spoken and short. A few months after Nico’s transfer and the two boys were best 

friends. They were inseparable. As time progressed, Nico got taller and more confident. Ethan grew a 

few inches but remained on the short side. His temperament was the same too unless he was around 

Nico. When he was around him, suddenly Ethan was really confident and loud. Ethan would come 
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up with ideas for things to do, but it was Nico who would follow through with them. That’s why it 

was pretty weird that Nico was the one that suggested they try skateboarding.  

Nico spent the whole day trying to do tricks and Ethan sat on the side and watched. He 

didn’t watch to learn though, or out of fear of doing an ollie. Ethan already knows how to do an 

ollie. He’s known how to skateboard since he was 10. He sits and watches because he likes seeing 

Nico’s smile. He likes seeing Nico apply himself and getting happy with his progress. Ethan looked at 

Nico’s face and felt his heart speed up a little.  

 “The hell are you looking at bitch!” shouted Nico.  

 “Fuck you. Let’s get the hell out of here. I’m not trying to sit out here all day again. It’s about 

to rain and I’m not getting caught in it. If you want to then that’s your choice. But I’m not driving 

you home if you’re gonna be soaked. Better learn that ollie quick cuz you might need it while you 

skate home today.” 

 “Shut up, you’d never leave me out here. My house is like 20 minutes away. You think I can 

skate all that?” he said.  

 Ethan started picking up his stuff and walking towards the car, “Doesn’t matter to me if you 

can. If you’re not in the car in the next minute, that’s your only option.” 

 Ethan walked slowly to the car when he heard footsteps behind him. Suddenly, Nico blasted 

passed him and continued sprinting towards Ethan’s car. Right before Ethan could react, it started 

downpouring. Ethan was soaked to the bone before he could even take another step.  

 “Nico! I’m going to kill you!” Ethan screamed. 

 “What did I do? I’m at the car before you! You’re the one walking like a fuckin’ turtle!”  

 Ethan sprinted to the car. He tried his best not to step in any of the deep puddles that littered 

the parking lot.  

 “If we left earlier, we could’ve beat the rain. Now look at us.”, said Ethan. 
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 “Ethan, unlock the damn car already.” Nico said. He was holding his skateboard over his 

head while hunching over as if it would help stop the rain. It was kind of cute actually.   

 Ethan scrambled to get the keys out of his bag. Once he did, he unlocked the car and they 

both quickly got into it. They sat there breathing heavily for a while. Ethan couldn’t stop shivering. 

He hated getting wet. He’d always get so cold after.  

 “Here,” Nico says gently as he holds a dry hoodie. “I brought an extra. I saw that it was gonna 

rain today so I left some dry clothes in the car. I really thought we were going to beat the rain. Sorry 

bro.” 

Ethan looks at Nico, “Thanks. D-Don’t worry about it. I didn’t mean to yell and all that. You 

know I hate getting wet.” 

 “Yeah I know. It’s all good. Good thing I brought these. You woulda kicked my ass if we had 

to drive completely soaked.”  

Nico took off his hoodie and shirt and quickly put on a dry one. Ethan did the same. Ethan’s 

heart skipped a beat. It smelled like him. The hoodie smelled like Nico. He glanced over and saw 

Nico on his phone. He looked at Nico’s face and then he looked forward. He gripped the steering 

wheel tighter. 

“Let’s get the fuck outta here. I gotta get home,” He said. “You wanna get anything to eat on 

the way?” 

“Bro can we pick up some Burger King? I’m starving,” said Nico. 

“Hell yeah. I’m down.” Ethan said as he started the car. He backed out of the spot they were 

in and started driving out of the parking lot. The rain bashing against the car. Ethan glanced at Nico. 

Today was a good day.  
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The two boys left the parking lot and began driving down the road. Ethan turned on the 

radio to avoid awkward silence. They drove down the street listening to some random pop song that 

Ethan had never heard before. After a few minutes Nico turned off the radio and turns to Ethan.  

“Why haven’t you been skating?” he asked. 

Ethan suddenly had a lump in his throat. It felt like he had swallowed a spoonful of sand. He 

gripped the steering wheel harder. He could feel the heat that had accumulated on the leather.  

“What?” he asked.  

Nico repeated his question, “Why haven’t you been skating? We’ve been going to the park 

every day for a week now. Usually I’m the only one out there skating with strangers. You just sit 

around and watch. It’d probably be more fun to skate with you than to skate with random people.” 

Ethan didn’t know how to answer the question. He didn’t think Nico would care. He didn’t 

think it was a big enough deal for Nico to bring up.  

“I dunno. I’ve just been watching. I figured by watching I could pick up on a thing or two,” 

said Ethan. “I’ve been learning a lot just by watching you and the strangers.” 

“Oh really?” asked Nico. “What’ve you learned? It’s easy to say that when you haven’t actually 

tried anything out.” 

The rain slammed against the car aggressively. The sound filling the silence between 

sentences. Ethan struggled with his answer. He didn’t want to sound like a loser for not skating, but 

at the same time he didn’t want Nico to figure out that Ethan was spending their outings just 

watching him. He tried to swallow his saliva, but he couldn’t. He felt like there was a large, bright, 

and hot spotlight on him.  

“Next time we go, I’ll show you what I’ve learned. Big trust. I’ll show you that I’m probably 

better than you.” Ethan joked. He’d just spent all that time just watching Nico. Watching how he 

moves. How he smiled and laughed whenever he tried a trick and failed.  
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Silence and rain filled the air. Neither of the boys spoke for a few moments. Ethan’s heart 

pounded against his chest. Right before he could speak, he heard Nico talk. 

“It’s right here. Pull into the drive thru. There’s no way I’m getting soaked again. Can you 

order me a medium Whopper with fries? Thanks.” 

Ethan responded automatically. His hunger overrode his anxiety. “I’m getting a medium 

Double Stacker King. Wait, what do you want to drink? I’m getting a Sprite.” 

“Oh, uh, I dunno. Not thirsty right now. Don’t really want anything.” 

“You sure?” asked Ethan. 

“Yeah, I’m sure. If anything, I’ll waterfall some of your Sprite.” 

That reply brought back Ethan’s anxiety. His heart started racing and he felt sweat on his 

forehead. Ethan pulled up to the microphone and placed their order. Then he drove up to the 

window.  

There was a girl at the window. She had several piercings on her face. A septum piercing and 

a piercing on her right nostril. She had two piercings on her left eyebrow as well. Her hair was 

primarily black with green highlights. She was chewing gum aggressively. When Ethan pulled up to 

the window, she looked at him and then looked over at Nico.  

“You guys are all wet,” she says, “Get caught in the rain?” 

“Yeah. Wasn’t keeping track of the weather.” Ethan replied. 

“That’s too bad.” 

“Uh, yeah. I guess.” 

A few awkward seconds went by. The girl squinted at Ethan. 

 “How old are you?” She asked.  
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“I’m 18?” Ethan replied. 

She leaned down a little more and noticed Nico sitting in the passenger seat.  

“Ooo you guys are kinda cute. My friend and I need a date to our Homecoming. Do you 

wanna be our dates?” She asked while smirking. 

Her confidence was astounding. Ethan felt the sweat on his palms.  

“No? Thank you? Sorry.” He replied.  

She seemed genuinely surprised that he had denied her, but then she looked over at Nico 

who was looking at his phone, oblivious to the situation. She looked back at Ethan and her eyes 

widened a little.  

“Ohhhh! You guys are together! Got it.” She replied just as a bell dinged from inside the 

kitchen. 

Before Ethan could answer, the girl tossed their order into their car and signaled for the next 

driver to pull up. Ethan peeled out of the drive-thru as fast as he could.  

“What the fuck was that? That was so weird!” Ethan lets out a weak chuckle, “Can’t believe 

she said something so dumb like that. Right?” 

Nico stayed silent. Ethan’s heart raced even faster. Between the rain, the silence, and his 

heart; all of Ethan’s senses were overloaded. He could see Nico out of the corner of his eye. Nico had 

put his phone away and was just starting ahead. He hadn’t said anything for several minutes.  

Ethan and Nico drove silently for about ten minutes. Ethan would look out of his window 

whenever they stopped at a light. He enjoyed seeing the rain. He loved seeing the rain wash away the 

dirt and grime of the world. He felt like the rain would always signal a fresh start. When they were 

about 5 minutes away from Nico’s house, Nico decided to speak.  

“Ethan.” 
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“Y-yeah?” Ethan’s croaked. 

“I have to tell you something. It’s… kinda important.” 

Nico didn’t turn to look at Ethan. He stayed staring straight ahead. 

“I’ve been waiting to tell you because I’ve been nervous. I don’t really want to say it. I don’t 

really want it to happen if I’m being completely honest. I’ve been holding this in for weeks.” 

“What is it? You’re freaking me out bro.” Ethan could barely breathe. If the rain weren’t so 

incredibly loud, he’d be sure that Nico could hear his heart. “Just spit it out.” 

Nico didn’t move or say anything. Ethan pulled up to Nico’s house. Neither of them broke 

the silence for what felt like an eternity to Ethan. Finally, after an unbearably long time, Nico spoke.  

“I wish you’d have skated with me. It would’ve been really nice.” 

“I’ll skate with you next week bro. No worries. I’m sorry. I should’ve been out there. I was 

just…embarrassed.” 

“Ethan.” 

“Yeah?” 

“I’m moving.” 

Suddenly Ethan couldn’t hear the rain anymore. He couldn’t hear his heartbeat anymore. He 

subconsciously held his breath. The silence turned into a ringing in his ears. Nico spoke again and all 

the sounds of the world returned. 

“I’m moving to Oregon. My mom and dad found a house there. They said they want a 

change in scenery. I begged and begged and begged bro. I begged for them to let me stay. I told them 

that I could stay with you and your family, but they didn’t budge. They won’t leave me here.” Tears 

started to fall down Nico’s face. “I asked them so many times. They wouldn’t change their minds. It 

pissed me off so much!” Nico slammed his fists onto the dashboard. “You know. They even told me 
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that it’d be alright. That I’d make more friends. They said I could just text you. They said it wouldn’t 

be like older times where there was no way to communicate. They said we wouldn’t just stop being 

friends.” 

Ethan felt like crying. To him the distance between Virginia and Oregon was astronomical. 

He couldn’t even fathom Nico moving that far. He watched as Nico’s face grew redder by the second. 

Tears streaming down his cheeks. Ethan couldn’t even move. Nico turns to Ethan and shoves him.  

“I just wanted you to skate with me. To spend some time with me. We’ve been friends for so 

long. I thought it’d be a nice way to go. Y’know? But you just sat there and did nothing.” Nico’s voice 

cracked. He didn’t even try to hold back his tears.  

“Nico…I’m sorry. I didn’t know.” Ethan couldn’t figure out the right words to say. He could 

only muster up a flimsy apology.  

“Yeah. I know. I’m just so fucking mad. Not at you though!” Nico quickly turned and looked 

at Ethan with teary eyes. “I’m not mad at you! I promise. I just… I’m just…I’m sad.” 

Ethan reached out and touched Nico’s hand. Neither of them said anything. The sound of 

rain started to fill the silence again. After about a minute, Ethan spoke. 

“Nico. I didn’t skate because I was watching you.” 

“Huh?” 

“I didn’t skate because I was watching you. I was watching you try and fail. I was watching 

you talk to the other people at the skatepark. I was watching you do your best.” 

“Oh.” 

“Well in better terms. I couldn’t take my eyes off of you. If I’m being honest, I’ve barely been 

able to take my eyes off of you for the better part of the last six years. I just can’t stop watching you. 

Everything you do makes me happy. The way you talk to people. The way you pick yourself up after 

failing to do an ollie.” Ethan could feel tears begin to fall down his face. “I don’t skate. I don’t like it 
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that much, but when you asked me to go with you last week, of course I was going to say yes. I 

wanted to be there with you.” 

“Ethan. I- “ 

“I’m sorry Nico.” Tears are now rushing now Ethan’s face. They were coming down faster 

than he could wipe them away. “I’m sorry I didn’t skate with you. I’m sorry I couldn’t make those 

memories with you. I didn’t know. I didn’t know you were leaving. I would’ve done it all differently 

if I knew. I promise!”  

Nico looked at Ethan but didn’t say anything. Ethan couldn’t do anything except look down 

at his own lap. He couldn’t look Nico in the face. He felt so guilty. There was a clap of thunder, and 

for a moment the rain came down even harder. Then, suddenly, it all stopped. The rain stopped. All 

of the noise stopped.  

 “What a cliché” Nico muttered.  

 “What’s a cliché?” Ethan asked. He lifted his head up a little, but he still couldn’t look Nico 

in the eyes.  

 “All the rain and the thunder and the noise. The drama. All of that happening while we were 

breaking down, and now it’s done.”  

 “I- I guess?” Ethan responds. 

 “You didn’t say it.” 

 “I didn’t say what?” 

 “You didn’t say it, so I guess I’ll say it.” 

 “Say wha-“ 

 “I love you too, Ethan.” 

MOISES G
ABRIEL



October, 2020 

 Ethan lifted his head up quickly. He looks right at Nico only to find Nico looking right back 

at him. Ethan opens his mouth to speak, but Nico lunges forward quickly. Before Ethan could react, 

Nico pressed his lips up against his. A mixture of surprise and Nico’s momentum caused Ethan to 

slam his head against the driver side window. Nico pulls back with fear in his eyes. 

 “Don’t worry about it.” Ethan said softly before grabbing Nico by the back of the neck and 

pulling him back in for another kiss. They kissed for about 10 seconds before both of them separated. 

Nico leaned back into his seat. Ethan stayed still.  

 “You waited too long,” said Nico. “We could’ve done that years ago.” 

 “I- “ 

 Before Ethan could finish his sentence, Nico’s mom pulled into the driveway. Nico 

straightened himself out before opening the car door.  

 “Wait!” Ethan said. “When do you leave?” 

 “We’re going to spend the next two weeks packing and then we’re leaving on that second 

Friday.”  

 “I’ll be there. I’ll be there bright and early. There’s no way you’re leaving without me being 

there to say goodbye.” 

 Nico turned to over his shoulder. He saw his mom fiddling with the keys to unlock the door. 

He turned back around and kissed Ethan.  

 “Alright. See you then” Nico says with the biggest smile. 

 Ethan’s eyes began to fill with tears again. “Okay, see you then” 

 Ethan watched as Nico left the car and walked up to his soon-to-be former home.  

 “See you then”  
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